By dealing with the issue of the location of rule in a context of Turkic and Mongol domination, this volume is at the intersection of four lines of research that have produced an extensive literature: first, studies on the topography of power, largely derived from the works of the German historical school on Raumordnung;3 second, urban studies, since the city is the presumed locus of power in the history of Eurasia;4 third, Inner Asian studies, since Turkic-and Mongolian-speaking people originate from this region;5 and last, nomadic studies, since the 'nomadic identity' has often been invoked to account for certain features that seemed characteristic of Turko-Mongol rulers: itinerancy, an ambiguous relationship with cities, an attachment to the tent.6
The issue of 'location of rule' in the Turko-Mongol context itself has a history that might be useful to recall in a few words in order to better situate the present work. The first studies focused quite naturally on the Mongols, not only because their World Empire aroused the interest of scholars very early, but also because their irruption into the Muslim world seemed to mark a clear break with the past as far as location of rule was concerned. Even after the conquest of the 'sown', the centre of power remained the ordu, that is the military camp that moved with the ruler. In the early 1970s, Boyle published two short articles dealing with the royal "camping grounds" in Mongolia. He analysed in particular the seasonal travels of the Great Khan Ögödei (d. 1241) between summer pastures (T.: yaylaq) and winter quarters (T.: qïshlaq).7 His work was emulated by Honda, who in 1976 published an article listing and locating the camping grounds of the Mongol rulers in Iran, the Ilkhans (1256-1335).8 Twenty years later, John Masson Smith focused on the royal winter grounds to make deductions about the repartition of the Mongol military groups (the tümens).9
An inspiring line of research was explored in the 1970s by Jean Aubin, one of the first specialists in medieval Iran to have taken spatial issues
